The U.S. National Science Foundation-funded (DEB 1022720) 'All Cypriniformes Species Inventory' was initiated in 2010 and will be completed in 2015. It has accelerated the rate of discovery and description of cypriniform fishes, expanded our knowledge of the phylogenetic relationships of cypriniforms, increased the capacity for systematic research in other countries through student training and establishing long-term collaborations, including conferences in Thailand in 2012 , Brunei in 2013 , Burundi in 2013 , and Malaysia in 2014 to the formation of the Asian Society of Ichthyologists, and made available large numbers of specimens and tissues of freshwater fishes, including many species never before collected, in permanent collections in foreign and U.S. institutions.
This volume consists mostly of papers presented at the Asian Fish Biodiversity Conference at the Universiti Sains Malaysia in Penang, Malaysia, on 11-14 February 2014. The conference was attended by 170 scientists and students from 19 countries: Australia, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Laos PDR, Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Switzerland, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam, United Kingdom and the United States). In addition to papers from the conference, papers on related studies on fishes of Asia are included in this volume.
A major accomplishment of the conference in Penang was the adoption of a constitution for the Asian Society of Ichthyologists (ASI). A copy of the constitution appears at the end of this preface. The next meeting of ASI will be a joint meeting with the Chinese Ichthyological Society, and the Chinese Zoology Society to be held at the Guilin University of Technology, Guilin, China, on 21-24 August 2015.
In conjunction with the conference, a DNA barcoding workshop was held to introduce a molecular taxonomic tool widely applied in recent years. Participants in the February 2014 conference in Penang are extremely grateful to our local hosts, the Conference Chairperson, Prof. Siti Azizah Mohd Nor, Centre for Research Initiatives-Life Sciences, Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) and her committee comprised of members from USM, Universiti Teknologi MARA and Department of Fisheries Malaysia. A. Only Active Members who pledge to attend the next annual meeting of the Society may be nominated for these elective offices.
CONSTITUTION OF THE ASIAN SOCIETY OF ICHTHYOLOGISTS
B. Society officers and committee members shall receive no salary or clerical or other expenses unless approved in advance by the Board.
C. Duties of the elected officers shall be as follows.
i. The President shall be responsible for Society business; make appointments authorized by the Constitution; establish and appoint special committees and consultants as required; and chair all Society and Board meetings.
ii. The President-elect shall assume the duties of the President when that officer is temporarily or permanently unable to act; serve as the Chair of the Arrangements Committee for the next annual Society meeting two years hence.
iii. The Society Secretary-Treasurer shall maintain the Society's official records and collect and receive all monies due or granted to the Society, have custody of Society funds, pay all Society accounts owed and make other expenditures authorized by the Governing Board, and prepare an annual Society budget for Governing Board approval. Minutes of the Board Meeting will be provided electronically by the Secretary within 30 days of the annual meeting.
2. The nomination and election of officers shall be conducted as follows. A. On or about 90 days before an annual Society meeting, the Secretary shall provide all Active Members a printed or electronic ballot bearing nominations for President-elect and Secretary-Treasurer. Members will be allowed 30 days from the distribution date to return their printed or electronic ballots to the Secretary-Treasurer.
B. Nominations for elective Society offices may be received and processed in two ways.
i. The Nominating Committee is obliged to present an annual slate of candidates. This slate must be announced to the membership at least 30 days before ballots are distributed.
ii. Eligible candidates may be nominated in a petition signed by at least three Active Members and presented to the Secretary at least 30 days before the election.
C. The nominee receiving the largest number of votes for each office is elected. If a tie occurs, the Board makes the selection by a majority vote. Results of the election are announced electronically to all Active Members.
D. Terms of office are one year. The elected officers are installed in office during the annual Society meeting immediately following their election, except as indicated below.
At the installation, the current President-elect and President automatically become President and Immediate Past-president, respectively. The four officers retain office until the next annual Society meeting. (To launch the Society in 2014, nominations will be made at the Founding Meeting. A majority vote of all at the meeting will elect, with terms starting immediately: President, President-elect to serve as President-Elect (then as President), Secretary-Treasurer.)
If a valid election of officers occurs but the annual Society meeting is canceled or postponed more than one month, new officers will be installed without formal ceremony at the originally scheduled time of the meeting. Should an annual Society meeting be postponed one month or less, the transition of officers will occur at that meeting, as usual.
If an election of new officers cannot be completed before that year's annual Society meeting, the installation and transition of officers shall occur without formal ceremony as soon after the meeting as election results are validated. Current officers and appointed committee members retain their positions and responsibilities until that time.
If an elected officer cannot complete the term of office, the Board may appoint a replacement until an election can be held. A vacated presidency shall be filled by the President-elect, who will continue as President through the normal term.
ARTICLE IV: Governing Board
The Governing Board is the ultimate authority for the operation of the Society, deciding policy for the Society, authorizing its operations, and making financial decisions. The Society's President chairs meetings of the Governing Board. E. The Board decides Society policies, approves the annual budget, and transacts other necessary Society business.
ARTICLE V: Meetings and Voting
A. The Society shall meet once a year. The Board sets the time and place of the annual meeting, and may do so one or more years in advance. Meetings are conducted according to the latest edition of Robert's Rules of Order.
B. Twenty-five percent of Active Members constitutes a quorum for transaction of Society business at annual or special meetings.
C. Decisions and voting at Society meetings shall be as follows.
i. Decisions at meetings are by simple majority of Active Members voting, except 2/3 majorities are required to amend the Constitution or suspend a Rule.
ii. Any Active Member who cannot attend a Society meeting may request the President, in writing, to register her or his vote on a previously published question. Such proxy votes must be assigned before the meeting at which the question is considered, and may not be used to establish a quorum.
